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SITUATION: 

A winter storm passed through Massachusetts on December 11, 2008, bringing significant sleet and ice and impacting much of the Commonwealth.  Considerable icing of 1 inch or greater had been reported in areas along the Route 2 corridor in Worcester County and the hills of Hampshire County.  The greatest impacts of the storm were seen in Central and Western Massachusetts.  The major damages being reported are downed trees and power lines.  There are over 45,000 households without power. 
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ESF UPDATE:

ESF-17:  ANIMAL PROTECTION

MA Dept. of Agricultural Resources and SMART Team Leaders are coordinating with Red Cross to monitor the situation and will respond as necessary. Sterling Animal Shelter requested the evacuation of 60 puppies out of their facility to the Animal Rescue League of Boston. Animal Rescue League of Boston utilized their Mobile Animal Rescue Vehicle to support that effort.  DAR and DEP coordinated the disposal of 12,000 chickens that perished during the Ice Storm. Second Chance Animal Shelter is sheltering pets that are from evacuated homes.  Per the request of Fitchburg Public Safety, Central MA Disaster Animal Response Team (DART) was deployed to set up and staff an animal emergency shelter.  Central MA DART is working in collaboration with the Fire Chief and is working in conjunction with the Fitchburg Animal Control Officer. Other communities coordinating shelter operations include: Paxton, Holden, Leicester, Northborough, Oxford, Shrewsbury.
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