Minutes Veterinary Services Meeting 9/20/07
· Welcome: Introductions



There were 22 people in attendance

· State of SMART



We will be applying for 501C3 status.  This will help to protect volunteers and allow us to apply 


for grants.  We will file a very strong MOU with the State of Massachusetts that will ensure our 


non-profit responds to the state’s needs.  This may include providing knowledge and education 


as well as providing volunteers during a disaster/emergency.
· Name Change of VMAT



The Veterinary Medical Assistance Team’s name was recently changed to 




National Veterinary Response Team and is still operated by the National 


Disaster Medical System.  VMAT is a trademarked name and is owned by 
the AVMA.  

· Description of Buxton Puppy Mill Event


Members described what they experienced up in Buxton, Maine.  The 



HSUS deployed their DART Teams (Disaster Animal Response Team) in 




in response to a puppy mill seizure of over 200 puppies/dogs.  One of the 



things that the members expressed was the lack of ICS system present making things like getting 


supplies difficult at times.  Though it was not un-organized the members felt the ICS system 


would have benefited the situation.

· ICS Positions/Descriptions



We NEED help!  You can find the most updated list below.  
· Upcoming Trainings:



Tabletop Description on November 3rd, 9a-1p at the MEMA Bunker.  



ALL NEED TO ATTEND!  


If you cannot attend you must email Amy Breton: smartvetgroup@yahoo.com


Field Exercise May 2008: We are still trying to set this up.  We will NEED a LOT of 


volunteers for coordinating this.  It appears it will be held at the Camp Edwards Air 



Force Base and we will work with the military.  Camp Edwards is the state’s first staging area 


for disasters.  If the residents of the Cape cannot evacuate, then the Camp will serve to house 


animals and people.  Large animals will be housed at the Barnstable Fairgrounds (which we hope 

to also incorporate into our training).  The military is aware of the needs of animals and has 


agreed to allow animals on buses to be transported to various areas on the base.  During the 


training we will be working to simulate how this would occur.  The Camp Edwards Base will 


serve as a model for other shelters around the state.  The Executive Board has been working 


closely with the base to form a strong MOU with them.



Haz-Mat Training November 1st from 6-8pm at the bunker.  A quick and painless 2 hour crash 


course in Hazardous Materials.  Please visit our SMART site for all details on how to register.


Be sure to keep checking our website: www.smart-mass.org for the latest trainings.  Listed under 



the events page.

Next Meeting: October 24th, Wednesday, 6:30pm, Conference Call:
Regular telephone charges apply
 Conference Dial-in Number: (641) 715-3300
  Participant Access Code: 416640#
Can’t make the meeting??  Playback Number: (641) 715-3412



        Access Code: 416640#

Incident Command System Positions




    SMART Command


Team Commander 
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Deputy Team Leaders


Peter Coakley


Lisa Sinnigen








Safety Officer:
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Safety Deputy Officer:
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Mental Health Officer:
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Linda MacCoy
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Nadia Stegeman
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Training Officer: 


Michelle Matthews





Training Deputy Officer: 





Training Deputy Officer: 








Administrative Officer:  
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Logistics Chief:








Logistics Deputy Chief: 


Heather Zaporetsky
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Logistics Deputy Chief:














